gs>                                 C&SAK   IS   DEAD

mankind were twitched off the earth into the pits of air,
leaving him only a brown-yellow cloak?

He slunk up to the door of the Curia and gazed in. A
fascination descended on him. He wanted to see into this
hall of silence where the great of the earth had congregated.
He felt that the secret must be there* Had Caesar too been
carried off. Surely not. Would Yahwc crush Gssar into
the aery void and leave Amos behind ? Slowly, unwillingly,
the horrified Amos crept into the hall, up the front-steps
and across the vestibule where incense was still smoking.
He listened to the rattling thud of his footsteps, alone in the
huge world of death.

Then he passed over the main threshold and looked in,
At first he saw only the long hall. Them he saw the bundle
lying under the high statue, A man bleeding from a score
of gashes, a lean, wiry body, contorted in death. The face
was turned towards the door, and Amos saw that it was free
from wounds, and there was a light of great happiness resting
on the face. Amos shivered. He couldn't understand, The
sight was too strange* Who was the man?

Then Amos knew it was Ggstir, and his knees knocked
together, and he prayed for a moment of utter agony, and
he fled out of the hail, wailing through his chattering teeth.

THE news of some disaster was speeding through the city
before the first fugitive had reached the Carmental Gate.
As in the field, there was a chaotic drift of dismay, and then
the explanation*

"Caesar is dead."

Like a virus entering the blood'through*a tiny puncture
and rushing through the rest of the body, the words pene-
trated to every area of the city. The money-changer over-
turned his table and then bent quavering to pick up the coins.
The banker paused in mid-entry, licked his dry lips, looked
at the line of figures, and closed the book. The girls in the
brothels threw back their heads and howled, The men
at the armourers dropped their hammers and seized the
swords. The plumber left the lead-piping that he was fixing
M an illegally low level, and ran, leaving the water to gush
out aad ill the cellars of the neighbourhood, drowning eats